
OCTO

Spe

Exp
I’m c
Swede

The su
gathere
excitem
finally p

32 hold
finally 
reminis

Birming
months
Our flig
forward

Co

The
Sup

OBER 20

ecial E

plorer 
changin
en 2011 Ja

un was sh
ed to say 
ment and r
paid off an

dalls were
begun.  In

scing amon

gham inte
s we were 
ght out to 
d and we

ounty 

e newsle
pporters

011            

Editio

 Belt 
g the w

amboree r

ining on th
their final 

realisation 
nd we were

e loaded o
n reflection
ngst all on 

ernational 
all togethe
Frankfurt w

e landed s

 Infor

etter for
s 

                   

on:  

and J
world tod

report 

he mornin
goodbyes
that all th

e ready to l

n to the tr
n of the la
the train. A

and for th
er and the 
was very s
smoothly, 

rmatio

r all Cov

                   

ambo
day. 

g of the 2
s to their f
he hard wo
leave to go

rain and th
ast 18 mo
Aimee Bry

he first tim
unit was c
simple and
with little

on Bul

ventry S

                   

OR EMA

oree r

24th July a
family.  Th
ork the yo
o on the fin

he whistle
onths there
yers “ I can

me in 18 
complete.  
d straight 
 time to 

lletin

Scouts an

                   

M
AIL GRAINWE

eport

as the Cov
here was a
ung peopl

nal adventu

blew and
e was laug
’t believe it

 We met w

	

CONTE

Jambor

Explore

CCs rep

Training

Rough 

Dates fo

Activitie

Godiva 

Other n

n 

nd 

     CONTACT

MOBILE 0797
EYES@YAHO

ts 

ventry KAO
an air of t
le had put
ure. 

d the journ
ghing, joki
it is finally h

with the gu

ENTS 

ree report         

er belt report     

port                  

g diary              

 Close               

for your diary    

es                     

 festival            

news                 

 
T EDITOR 

ON  
5650646  

OO.CO.UK 

OS unit 
tension, 
t in had 

ney had 
ng and 
here” 

uides at 

      p1 

     p9 

    p11 

   p12 

   p13  

   p14 

   p15 

   p16 

   p17 



Count
The news

 

change
sure th
as thou
were o

Landin
got the
next 3 
it was 
settled 

Nick, o
amaze
how th

Breakfa
needed
As we 
tour of
particip
week b

This wa
boat w
the sea
danced
coming

That ev
pre eve
As one

ty Inform
letter for Cove

e flights.  if
hat everyo
ugh we we

on route to 

g in Cope
e coach to 
days.  Tim
now one i
for the nig

our Contin
ed at how q
ey conduc

ast and ti
d to be at 
arrived at 

f Dock.  M
pants celeb
before. 

as our first
with grab ha

a, where t
d around e
g sedately 

vening we 
ent party a
e tribute b

mation Bu
ntry Scouters a

f you have
ne would a
ere in train
Copenhag

nhagen, w
make the 

me had lite
n the morn

ght. 

ngent supp
quiet and 

cted thems

me to dis
destination
destinatio

Midday stru
brating fell 

t surprise a
andles! We
the throttle
each othe
back to sh

congregat
and the nig
band ende

ulletin       
and Supporters

e ever won
agree follo
ning for th
gen the firs

we claimed 
final distan
rally flown 
ning.  Quic

port, comm
respectful 
elves at su

cover Cop
n A on the

on A the A
uck and th
silent in m

and we we
e set off o
e was ope
r on their 

hore with w

DGI 
our 
spor
activ
loads
coffe

Appa
witho
take
gard
2nd 
UK h
was 

ted outside
ht included

ed another

                     
s 

ndered wha
owing And
e 100 met

st part of ou

 our bags 
nce to the 
and we w

ck sorting 

mented on
our young

uch a late h

penhagen 
e map by 

Australian c
he noisy d
memory of 

ere unsure 
n a sedate
ned up an
boats jum

windswept 

was the o
work cut 

rts and ou
vities such
s more as 
ee and ran

arently no
out a trip 
over than 

dens to en
day was f

had set a 
required in

e the cabin
d tribute ba
r began a

            

at it is like 
y Morris th
tre sprint. 
ur Jambore

and some
Cabin Sca

were the las
of rooms a

n the disc
g people w
hour in exi

for a cou
11.45am fo
contingent 
ock of Co
those who

of what wa
e boat trip 
nd speed w
mping the w
hair and bi

other side o
out gettin

ur young 
h as park
the leader
 round with

o trip to 
to Tivoli,

a trip as a
njoy the rid
full of disc
quiz.  The
n order to g

n before he
ands of Ki
nd the nig

to be in th
hrough Fra
 Connecti
ee experie

e very tired
andinavia, 
st unit to a
and the yo

ipline in o
were of the
ting to thei

uple of ho
or the first
were bein
penhagen 

o lost their 

as in store
out of the 

was the ga
waves and
ig cheesy g

of Copenha
ng there in

people g
our, zumb
rs relaxed w
h cameras

Copenhag
, well it w
ll the UK d
des.  Quic
cover Cope
e day was 
gain comp

eading to t
ngs of Leo
ght continu

 Octo

Pag

he Olympi
ankfurt airp
on made 

ence. 

d and wear
our home

arrive on 24
oung peop

our unit an
e other use
ir rooms. 

urs, howe
t of our su
ng given a 
 full of 3,5
life in Norw

e as we boa
e harbour a
ame. The 
d boughs,
grins. 

agen and 
n time, th
ot to par
ba, hip ho
with a nice

s taking pho

gen is co
was more
descended
ck sleep a
enhagen a
a little slow

posure. 

the UK con
on and Alp
ued with a

ber 2011 

ge 2 of 18 

cs I am 
port felt 
and we 

ry souls 
e for the 
4th July 
le were 

nd was 
ers and 

ever we 
rprises!  
guided 

500 UK 
way the 

arded a 
and into 

patrols 
 before 

we had 
his was 
take in 
op and 
e cup of 
otos. 

omplete 
 like a 

d on the 
and the 
and the 
wer but 

ntingent 
habeat.  
a warm 



Count
The news

 

atmosp
ready f

The mo
the Wo
our jou
Jambo
Time t

Jambo
front of

took ou
minute
progres

ty Inform
letter for Cove

phere. Jos
for Sweden

orning arriv
orld Scout 
urney ove

oree site.  O
o explorer

oree wow m
f him. 

ur place a
es silence 
ssed peop

mation Bu
ntry Scouters a

sh Poole “
n! Couldn't

ved, the ki
Jamboree

er the Ore
Our camps
r the Jamb

moment, w

amongst th
for Norw

ple rose to

ulletin       
and Supporters

“The pre e
t have aske

t was pack
e.  Split ov
esund Brid
site was so
boree site,

when he re

e sea of p
way and t
o their feet 

                     
s 

event was 
ed for a be

ked there w
ver 2 coach
dge and 

oon set up 
, it was at

ealised the

people.  A
he sea o
 in memor

            

awesome
etter pre-ev

was only o
hes and ki
arrived sa
and the su
t this poin

 true size 

The follo
steady un
heavens o
we congr
make ou
ceremony
from the 
Italians, a
golden ap

 We para
At the begi
of noise fe
ry of the y

e got me 
vent!” 

one destina
it over 4 c
afely 2 ho
un was bea
t Andy Mo

and had th

owing day 
ntil the ev
opened the
egated in 
ur way t
y with che

UK and 
and brief e
pple.  

aded as a
nning of th
ell silent. 
young peop

 Octo

Pag

really hyp

ation Rinka
coaches we
ours later 
ating down
orris had 

he visual t

y was slo
vening, wh
e rain beg
the sub c
to the o

eers of og
mazza fro

explanation

a sub cam
he procee
 As the 

ple less fo

ber 2011 

ge 3 of 18 

ped and 

aby and 
e made 

at the 
n on us.  
his first 

there in 

ow and 
hen the 
gan and 
camp to 
opening 
ggy / oi 
om the 
n of the 

mp and 
dings a 
minute 

ortunate 



Count
The news

 

than us
sorrow

Sarah 
body b
Scout. 

The ev
cheers

went o
a fine 
brough

Global 
of the w

Sarah’s
signing
bikini, 
scout c
ladders

ty Inform
letter for Cove

s.  38,000 
w was extre

described 
become ali

vening cele
s, the camp

ff doing bit
excuse to 

ht back with

Developm
world. 

s patrol di
g a petition
proving th
camp was
s about glo

mation Bu
ntry Scouters a

people sp
emely powe

this mome
ive at any 

ebrations 
p was final

ts and piec
get rid of 

h him. 

ment is an o

d alcohol 
n against 

he world is
 boring?) 

obal warmi

ulletin       
and Supporters

peaking 15
erful.   

ent as one 
single tim

passed w
ly open an

ces and ba
some mo

opportunity

awareness
war, and 

s getting to
Andy how
ng. 

                     
s 

56 different

of those o
me and you

ith Bear G
nd ready fo

adge swop
ore of his c

y to take p

s, Sam’s p
made a b

o hot and 
wever, took

S
m
to
in
b
ba
m
ve
th
T
m

            

t language

occasions w
u realise w

Grylls, cart
or action. O

we em
module
are, h
were a
presen
in activ
and t
photog
was to 

Every a
activitie
people

pping, and 
clothes in 

part in think

patrol parto
banner, Da

needs to 
k part in g

arah’s gro
messenger 
o make a 
nclusive fo
reak dow
arriers all

movement. 
ery similar
he planet a
o learn a

made rehyd

s and exp

where all th
what it trul

oons, mus
Our activitie

mbraced Pe
e, reflectin
ow we b
and lookin
t and futur

vities and e
talked ab
raphs and
be culture

afternoon w
es, and w

most afte
for Richar
the pile of

king about 

ook in ma
awn painte
shed its c
ame simila

oup took 
of peace 
change to

or all in C
n some o
owing peo
 Andy Gro
r...Dawn g
and went o
all about 
dration solu

 Octo

Pag

pressing th

he senses
ly means t

sic, laught
es were da
eople as o
ng on who
became w
ng at the
re.  We to

experience
bout imag
d explored 
e. 

was spont
we lost the

ernoons, a
rd Kendrick
f t-shirt sw

the global

king nanu
ed the ear
clothes (w
ar to snak

part in b
and we p

o make s
Coventry 
of the ec
ople to jo

oup did som
gave up s
off into the 

rehydratio
ution, that 

ber 2011 

ge 4 of 18 

e same 

 in your 
to be a 

ter, and 
aily and 
our first 
o were 

who we 
e past, 
ook part 
e tai chi, 
ges in 
what it 

taneous 
e young 
as they 
k it was 

wops he 

 aspect 

ks, and 
rth in a 
ho said 
kes and 

being a 
pledged 
scouting 
and to 

conomic 
oin the 
mething 
tripping 
woods.  

on, and 
3 days 



Count
The news

 

later sh
as she
chairs. 
good ti

Day th
mediev
in each

Young 
and co

Camp 

Sarah’s
Halmst
Swede
Kayaki
pionee
take p
camp..
mornin
was no

Swimm

Andy a
divvies
where 
throwin
trail the
tea the

ty Inform
letter for Cove

he would n
e has just 

 There w
me and th

hree and 
val, Viking,
h zone, V

people aft
ooked tea.  

in Camp 

s group 
tad on t

en where 
ng, trad

ering and w
part in a 
...being w

ng by the 
ot good clo

ming in the 

and his pat
s rather tha

activities 
ng where t
e camp ho
ey joined t

mation Bu
ntry Scouters a

need to re
informed 

was a shel
e young pe

Quest wa
, cave and

Viking zone

ter the acti
 

headed
he west 

we took
ditions, h
was an opp

traditional
oken up a
Jurassic 

osely follow

lake was a

trol went o
an tents. A
had been 
he compet
osts had s
the other p

ulletin       
and Supporters

emember t
me that th
ter box ch
eople were

as the mo
 conquest 

e allowed 

ivities disa

 off to
coast of

k part in
handicrafts
portunity to
l Swedish
at 7.30 his
park suite

wed by gym

an orange 

off to Simla
After havin

arranged 
ted agains
et up a ta
patrols for 

                     
s 

the recipe.
his involve
hallenge a
e off on sp

odule activ
zone, our 
the chanc

appeared, a

o 
f 
n 
s 
o 
h 
s 
e 
mnastics at

experienc

angs Garde
ng lunch th

for them 
st the Swed
able of trad
r a campfir

            

 Sam und
ed throwing
nd other a
ontaneous

vity Fancy
groups go

ce to throw
gener
conqu
pione
have 
was 
exerc
chanc
skills 
exerc

Activi
have 
hot o
the U

and took p

t 7.45 am :

ce and the w

en where t
hey went o

such as 
des and w
ditional Sw
re. Then it

ertook disa
g participa
activities. T
s activities.

y trying yo
ot to partak
w axes, an
ral team b
uest was
ered ass
ever seen

mainly 
cises and 
ce to test 

while
cises to get

ties are in
realised t

n our hea
K.  

art in the a

-(  

water was 

they decide
on a walk 
a blindfold

won. Towar
wedish food
t was time

 Octo

Pag

ability awa
ants out of
Tea was d
. 

your hand 
ke in the a
nd hamme
uilding exe
s the 

sault cour
n, medieva

team b
the cave 
our navig

e unde
t out of the

nteresting a
that we a
alth and sa

activities p

 grim.   

ed to slee
in the woo

d trail, hor
rds the end
d and drin
e for bed. 

ber 2011 

ge 5 of 18 

areness 
f wheel 
done in 

at the 
ctivities 
ers and 
ercises, 
largest 

rse we 
al zone 
building 
was a 

gational 
ertaking 
e maze.  

and we 
re very 
afety in 

rovided 

p out in 
odlands 
rseshoe 
d of the 
k. After 
 In the 



Count
The news

 

mornin
on the 

journey
introdu
zip slid
ropes (
with sh
camp f
covere
pans. A
bread, 
came 
lost).Da
lovely l
Countr
which t
and co
in the e
taken. 
were fr
Poland
for the 
other. 
middle 
group o
and a 
was sp
back to

ty Inform
letter for Cove

ng they coo
lake where

y (becaus
uced to the
de into the 
(a Danish 

hampoo) a
fire circle, 

ed in flour!
After cook
beads for

and picke
awn and h
lake.  The 
ryside then
they used 

ooked their
evening fou
 The phot
rom.  The

d. The rest
 rest of th
 They all 
of the nig

of four peo
double ba

pent doing 
o collect th

mation Bu
ntry Scouters a

oked break
e one or tw

se the coa
ir host patr
water, can
tradition). 
nd went ba
learnt lots
) The nex

king break
r necklace

ed them u
her patrol 
girls starte

n went off 
later the t

r tea on an
und them s
to was put

e map had
t of the cam
e compan
slept in a 

ght when it
ople enteri
ss! The ex
an obstac
em. 

ulletin       
and Supporters

kfast on a
wo of the p

Sam
Halm

ach driver
rols and sh
noeing, ma

They then
ack to coo
s of new s
xt morning
kfast, they 
s and Tur
p, for a s
went off to

ed off with 
to answer
that night 

n open fire 
singing the
t onto a m
 pins from
mpfire invo
y to learn
military b

t went very
ing the ten
xpression 
cle course 

                     
s 

n open fire
patrol fell in

m and her 
mstad. Th
r got lost)
hown wher
ade water r
n had bath

ok on fires.
songs, and
g they wer

went to d
rk's heads 
shorter jou
o Vaxjo w
a talk abo

r questions
on pancak
(which wa

eir national
map of the 
m USA, Pa
olved each
.  Everyon

bell tent wh
y cold.  In 
nt and play
on the girl
and other

            

e. After bre
n. 

patrol wen
ey arrived
), and ha
re they we
rockets an
hs in the la
 In the eve

d took part
re woken 
do fire ac
and Monk

urney back
where they 
out the righ
s and colle
kes. They 
as a bit of 
l anthem a
world with

akistan, Fr
h country p
ne had a g
hich was d
the morni

ying a guit
ls' faces w
r sporting a

eakfast the

nt off to a D
 after a 3

ad their lu
re sleeping
d practised
ake (includ
ening they 
t in games
at 7am by
tivities - th
key's fists.
k to camp
camped o
ts of acces

ect berries
went swim
a challeng
nd having 

h a pin sho
rance, Cyp
performing
great time 
dark and v
ng they w
ar, a trump

was pricele
activities u

 Octo

Pag

ey went ka

Danish cam
3 and a ha
unch. The
g. They we
d throwing
ding washi
went to th

s (Sam en
y people b
hey made
. The coac
p (without 
on the sho
ss in the S
. They ma

mming in t
ge!). The c

their grou
owing whe
prus, Gree
 a song or
laughing a
very hot u

were woken
pet, an ac

ess.  The m
ntil the bu

ber 2011 

ge 6 of 18 

ayaking 

mp near 
alf hour 
y were 

ent on a 
 rescue 
ing hair 
he large 
nded up 
banging 
e Viking 
ch then 
getting 

ore of a 
Swedish 
ade jam 
he lake 
ampfire 
p photo 

ere they 
ece and 
r dance 
at each 
until the 
n with a 
ccordion 
morning 
s came 



Count
The news

 

The wh
unit ha
permea
had to 
the city
tempta
unit ha

concer

That sa
Death t

Free d
badge 

Packin
leave t
for the 
previou
up and

ty Inform
letter for Cove

hole unit to
ad to filter 
ability of d
create a c
y. They te

ation to pla
ad to consi

rt which wa

ame even
to birth Inv

day and th
simple thin

g up day 
the site tha
last time. 

us to find w
d gave a s

mation Bu
ntry Scouters a

ook part in 
Tabasco 

different ma
city in sand
ested thei
y in the sa
der the im

as interesti

ing we too
venting a c

e leaders 
ngs.  The s

and the si
at night. W
 We move
who had w

speech abo

ulletin       
and Supporters

Earth toge
out of a b

aterials. Th
d and make
r water ro

and and wa
pact of na

ng. 

ok part in 
character a

set some 
sun shone 

ite became
We were gi
ed back to 
won the Go
out the gro

                     
s 

ether. The 
bottle of w
he next se
e a river co
oute, and 
ater. The th
atural disas

Dreams w
and followin

challenge
all day. 

e barren, w
iving the h
sub camp

olden appl
oup that ha

            

first sectio
water. Afte
ection was 
ourse to flo
then of c
hird activity
sters on an

and cre
think ab
the futur
"wind". 
windmill,
consump
help u
sustaina

Cultural 
of cooki
campsite
heritage 
demonst
was to b
our you
and eac
behind t
biscuits 
and then
cultural d
offered o
world a
print on 
was take

which was 
ng its life s

es the grea

we were t
honour of l
p and cong
le, Adrian 
ad won it 

on was cal
er this they

called "wa
ow through
course cou
y was calle
n environm
ate a pos

bout how t
re. The fo

Each p
, thought 
ption and h
s to c
ble world. 

Festival D
ng food w
e, each c

of it
trated to t
be from the
ng people
ch took t
to offer th
and cucum
n going ro
delights fro
our world 
nd people

the shee
en up with

a journey 
tory in reve

at spork c

he first UK
owering th
regated as
our sub ca
and said t

 Octo

Pag

lled "Soil" a
y had to t
ater" and t
h it without
uld not res
ed "air" wh

ment local t
ster about 
to reduce 

ourth activ
patrol ma

about ele
how windm

create a 
 

Day, as th
wafted acro
camp bec
ts own 
the world 
eir own co
e invented 
turns in 

he world r
mber sandw
ound trying
om the wor

cloud out
e left thei
et.  The e
h cultural 

through li
erse.   

collection, 

K unit dest
he jambore
s we had 1
amp leade
they came

ber 2011 

ge 7 of 18 

and the 
test the 
the unit 
 ruining 
sist the 
here the 
to them 

it and 
this in 

ity was 
ade a 
ectricity 

mills will 
more 

e smell 
oss the 

came a 
and 

what it 
untries, 
a rota 

staying 
rich tea 
wiches, 
g other 
rld.  We 
t to the 
ir hand 
evening 
festival 

fe from 

swop a 

tined to 
ee flags 
10 days 
er stood 

from a 



Count
The news

 

small to
it. In h
small t
moved
embrac

The clo
away e
leaving
and list
for the 

Luke P
more e

Back o
Simon,
said go
went of
before 

Discov
telling u

We vis
recons
and he
black c

We un
project
recons
a path
commu
taken 
people
they r
and we
of the 
zoo. 

In the 
banque
was the

We sai
the wa

ty Inform
letter for Cove

own, a sm
is next bre
town was 
 forward 
cing the tru

osing cere
early as the
g in 2 hour
tening to ‘T
night, unti

Packham 
especially t

on a plane
, and got t
ood bye to
ff to their c
going bac

vering Fran
us of place

sited saalb
structed r
essen park
country mu

dertook a 
t in the 
structing th
, putting b

unity wha
out.  T

e worked s
ran out o
e were giv

day to e

evening w
et, tradition
e perfect e

id our goo
rm embrac

mation Bu
ntry Scouters a

mall town in
eath we re
COVENTR
to collect

ue spirit of 

emony was
e rain was 
rs.  We st
The final c
l departure

“the Jamb
the great c

e and Fran
he train to
o the youn
campfire ci
ck to our ho

nkfurt was 
es they had

burg the fo
roman fo
k is like th
useum. 

Communit
zoo an

he steps o
back into 

at we ha
The youn
so hard tha
of materia
ven the res
explore th

we walked
nal music,

end to the p

dbyes and
ce of paren

ulletin       
and Supporters

n the uk.  A
ealised tha
RY.  Forty
 the appl
Scouting.

s good, an
torrential a
ood on a 

countdown’
e.   

boree Expe
company :D

kfurt here 
o Koningste
ng people 
rcle in the 

omes for a 

interesting
d been and

ollowing da
ort 
he 

ty 
nd 
on 
a 

ad 
ng 
at 
ls 
st 

he 

d to the C
, re-enactm
perfect jam

d headed h
nts, and lov

                     
s 

At that mom
at Adrian’s 

of us rea
le. This w

nd we unfo
and went b
neighbour
’ by Europ

erience w
D” 

we come
ein our hom
as they w
evening a
good rest

g and we b
d vice vers

ay and hes

Castle and
ments and
mboree.   

home to Co
ved ones w

            

ment we th
geography
red up wit

was award

ortunately m
back to ge
ring sub ca
e, before b

was everyth

, we were 
me for the

went off to 
nd had a b
. 

bumped in
sa. 

senpark, s

d were en
d some arc

oventry, ar
we had left

hought tha
y was not 
th an almig
ded for be

made the 
t dry clothe
amp watch
building a t

hing I ima

met at Fr
last rema
their allott

bbq with sc

nto young 

saalburg is

ntertained 
chery and 

rriving at th
t behind 3 w

 Octo

Pag

at we had n
that good

ghty cheer
eing helpf

decision to
es on as w
hing the fir
temporary

agined and

rankfurt air
aining 5 da
ted familie
couts and f

people the

s the world

with a m
 we all ag

he train st
weeks ago

ber 2011 

ge 8 of 18 

not won 
d as the 
r as we 
ful and 

o move 
we were 
reworks 
shelter 

d much 

rport by 
ys, and 

es.  We 
families 

ey were 

d’s only 

medieval 
greed it 

ation to 
o.   



Count
The news

 

In refle
people
anothe
and pro

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cove

bicycle

When 
It is a v

ty Inform
letter for Cove

ection as th
e who all w
er, we are 
oud to part

entry Ex

e, canoe or

I was aske
very differe

mation Bu
ntry Scouters a

he unit lea
worked exc

all proud t
t of the Sco

xplorer 

r horse. 

ed to organ
ent experie

ulletin       
and Supporters

ader for Sim
eptionally 
to be a par
outing Adv

Belt rep

nise an Exp
ence runnin

                     
s 

mply Scou
hard to ma
rt of UK01

venture, an

port 
Ash
follo
Bel
me

'I c
in 
Fel
and
mu

The
ant
par
min
trav

plorer Belt
ng it to taki

            

uting, we h
ake the Ja
3 Coventr

nd changin

hley Hyde
owing the 
t expeditio
t up with th

ompleted 
2008 w

lowship (n
d had the 
ch about a

e Explore
tidote to th
rticipants m
ni projects 
velling a 

for Coven
ing part! 

ad the bes
amboree ex
ry and War
g the world

e sends t
recent su

on to Swe
he Jambor

my Explor
with the 
now an Act

time of m
another cul

r Belt is 
he package
must comp

and a ma
foreign c

ntry, I jump

 Octo

Pag

st group of
xperience 
rwickshire 
d. 

this short 
ccessful E
eden whe
ree conting

rer Belt in 
UK-Arab 

tive Suppo
my life lear

lture's way

 known 
e holiday 
plete a se
ain projec
country o

ped at the c

ber 2011 

ge 9 of 18 

f young 
for one 
KAOS, 

report 
Explorer 
re they 

gent.  

Tunisia 
Scout 

ort Unit) 
ning so 

y of life.  

as the 
and its' 
eries of 
ct whilst 
n foot, 

chance.  



County Information Bulletin                                           October 2011 
The newsletter for Coventry Scouters and Supporters 

Page 10 of 18 
 

I learnt a lot about Sweden through doing this, and after reading through the 
participants' project work I'm certain they have too! 

I need to publically thank all of the Leadership team for making Coventry's first 
Explorer Belt special and successful. Everybody helped make a difference. Particular 
thanks need to be said for Wendy Smyth, Glyn Edwards and Stu Nimmo for their 
part in driving and organising the majority of the event.' 

Sam Robinson said  “Participating in the Explorer Belt is very different to anything 
I’ve ever done before. It is the ultimate package trip to countries you wouldn’t 
normally think about travelling to, so when the opportunity came up, I jumped at the 
chance. There aren’t many people who can say they travelled over 100 miles 
through towns like Gavle (‘Yehvla’), Rattvik, Storvik, Borlange (‘Bor-langer’) and 
Falun, tried bear sausage and met so many different people and seen lots of 
different sights in 10 days! I’m proud to say - I am one of the few who can say this! 
Seeing Falun from the bottom of the Lugnet ski jumps is something I ‘m pretty sure 
not many of you have done! 

Sweden is a very pretty place to walk through and everyone we spoke to were 
friendly and helpful. It isn’t everyday that you meet someone from another country, 
then end up camping in the garden behind their cafe or sleeping in a spare room! We 
couldn’t plan everything on the Explorer Belt because we just didn’t know what we 
would encounter along the way!” 

Sam Smyth said “When I heard that Coventry were looking to send an Explorer Belt 
Expedition to Sweden, I couldn't say yes fast enough. 

I hadn't really heard of the Explorer Belt before, other than what Ash had said about 
his time in Tunisia - but I liked what I had heard and thought it might be something 
nice to do during the summer whilst I wasn't at Uni. It without a doubt turned out to 
be one of the best things I've done. 

It's one of those things that you remember forever, the people you meet, the friends 
you make - Beans, Matt and I have been invited back in the winter by the family we 
stayed with during the trip. There are things we did whilst we were there that I've 
never done before, and maybe didn't think I'd ever do - like go for 26 hours without 
seeing a single human being (other than Beans and Matt), or canoe down a river at 
sunset in a boat lent to us by a campsite owner! 

One of the biggest things we found whilst we were there is that Scouting is very well 
respected in Sweden - as soon as people saw our neckers they just couldn't do 
enough to help us or try and make our time in Sweden just that little bit better. 

Apparently the Explorer Belt is regarded as "Scouting's best kept secret" - and it 
really is. The one thing I would say is that anyone within the 16 - 25 age bracket, if 
you get the chance - just say yes, because you really won't regret it, wherever you 
go to do it. 
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County Commissioner’ report 

Successful summer 

Once again it seems summer is over and we are now entering the next phase of the 
year. This is always an exciting time with many sections back from summer camps 
and activities. 

You will read elsewhere in this bulletin of the tremendous experiences that our 
Jamboree unit had in Sweden and the efforts put in by a few engaging in the 
Explorer Belt also in Sweden. 

I am sure that many of our members had similar experiences over the summer.   

A BIG thank you to all our leaders who have been providing these exciting activities 
for our members. 

New term, new recruits. 

Another plus is gained as our young people return to school or college. This normally 
brings a surge in potential members from those who hear of the experiences our 
members have had over the summer. 

Congratulations to the 62nd Group in Caludon District who are about to start their 
second Beaver Colony this September. 

Over the summer our County Development Team has been busy with taking our 
‘Roadshow’ to the Godiva Festival and many village and school events. The Godiva 
Festival alone drew interest from over 100 potential members.   

Change of CC 

Those of you who were at this year’s Annual General Meeting will have heard that 
my five year term as your County Commissioner is coming to an end. A search 
group has been set up to find my successor. 

It has been a great privilege to be County Commissioner of such a great County as 
Coventry. As I have said many times Coventry may be small geographically but it 
has tremendous heart and I earnestly hope that you will support whoever becomes 
our new County Commissioner. (see advertisement on back page) 

Much has been achieved over the last 9 years with the work put in by the various 
County Teams started by Mark Waterstreet and hopefully continued by myself. It is 
essential that this work can continue to improve the lives of all the young people that 
belong to this great movement. 

Nomination forms have been distributed throughout the county and you are 
reminded that you can play an important part in getting the correct new CC by 
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completing nomination forms for all the candidates that you think could take 
Coventry Scouts into the next phase of Scouting. The closing date for nominations is 
October 21st 2011. Please give this matter serious thought to enable the search 
group to consider the most appropriate individuals for this exciting role. 

Activity Training 

With changing times many of our rules and guidelines are reviewed in line with 
current good practice and legislation. 

Not least of these is relating to how we run activities safely away from our meeting 
place. 

During our leader training we incorporate modules relating to the running of our 
activities in a safe and sound manner. As there are changes introduced there is an 
ongoing need to remind our leaders of these changes. 

During this autumn we intend to hold such training sessions for leaders who are 
currently working towards the Wood Beads and refresher training to those leaders 
who are continuing the good work in running exciting activities for our young people.   

Training Diary 2011 

October 1st & 2nd 
Coventry Scouts Skills 

Weekend Mclean Centre and Retreat 

October 8th Module 25 & Wood Beads Café 8th HQ 

W/c October  10th Getting Started venue TBA 

October 14th to 16th
Modules 17 to 19 & 38 Part 2 

residential Norton Cabin, Rough Close 

November 12th 

Module 21 Growing the 
Movement (Managers) and 

Wood Beads Cafe George Sheppard Cabin 

November 19th Modules 20 and 22  George Sheppard Cabin 

W/c November 21st Getting Started venue T.B.A. 

December 3rd Wood Beads Café George Sheppard Cabin 
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First Aid Courses 

First Response first aid Courses will be held on Sunday 16th October and a fuller 
course for those interested in furthering their skills ‘Remote First Aid’ Course will be 
held over the weekend of 26th and 27th October. 

Please apply either through Pat Read or Bob Tansey. 

Rough Close 

Your campsite has again enjoyed a very busy summer with many young people 
taking part in the camping and activities provided. 

We have had a lot more interest from Schools and Youth Groups which helps raise 
the profile of the site within the city. 

The 65th Anniversary Celebration proved a big success with approximately 800 
people attending on the day. Many were individuals who had camped at Rough 
Close many years ago and came for a nostalgic reminder of those days. 

Work on the site has continued with our camping fields receiving treatment to 
continue the better growth of grass and drainage. Further work will be completed 
during the autumn. 

When holding larger scale events on the main field it has been necessary to either 
hire generators or provide power by taking cables through the trees from the Retreat. 
It was felt that this could prove and inherent danger therefore a larger mains cable 
has been run underground to the edge of the field with the normal waterproof 
connections. 

Following the normal reviews of our activities new lighter air rifles have been 
provided to replace the aging heavier model that we have been using. Further 
instructor training courses have been run in conjunction with the National Governing 
Body. 

Since the introduction of Crate Stacking as an activity we have been trying to 
procure suitable harnesses for the wide range of people participating. We have now 
been found and a number obtained. Our Crate Stacking facility now comes under the 
new legislation for high rope activities and the necessary inspections and training will 
be incorporated. 

Those of you who are regular visitors to Rough Close will have noticed the new look 
to the front of the Retreat and the side of the McClean Centre. The concrete blocks 
were beginning to show signs of wear so it has been wooden clad to match other 
buildings in that area. 
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On following the footpath from the car park to reception a new Notice Board has 
been erected this will eventually have up to date maps of Rough Close and the 
surrounding area as well as giving information for the site.  

Again we are extremely grateful to all the people who work at Rough Close whether 
it be the weekend Service Crew and the mid-week crew. Without their continued 
support Rough Close would not be the popular place it is today. If you have some 
time to give to help the upkeep of the site please contact Nigel Stapleton. 

Sky Blue Opportunity 

Coventry Football Club have invited Cubs, 
Scouts and Explorer Scouts from Coventry 
and Warwickshire together with members of 
GirlGuiding to attend a football match and take 
part in many exciting activities before and after 
the game. 

Both the Warwickshire Guide County 
Commissioner and I attended an inaugural 
meeting to establish contact with the football club. 

In order to give the maximum amount of time to plan the event the date will be March 
10th when the Sky Blues play local rivals Birmingham City. 

We will be allocated a section of the Ricoh Arena to ourselves and be able to take 
part in many pre-match activities. I am sure it will be a really exciting experience for 
our young people. 

We are looking for one or two people who can take the plans forward, working with 
the football club to make the day a success.  

If you are interested in helping with the organisation of the day please contact Dave 
Hart.   

Dates for your diary 
2011 
October 15th  County Forum – ‘Proud to Scout’ 
October 16th First Aid Course 
November 13th Remembrance Parade 
November 26/27th Remote First Aid Course 
 
2012 
March 10th  Sky Blue Scout Day 
April 29th  St Georges Celebration 
May 13th   Big Walk 
July 11th  County Annual General Meeting 
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Trading Post 

For all you’re Scouting needs, 
Uniforms, Badges, Training Books  

Souvenirs 
  

Situated at our own camp site Rough 
Close 

 the Trading Post is open 

Saturdays 10.00 a.m. to 4.00 p.m. and 

Sunday’s 10.00 a.m. to midday. 
  

You can email your orders to  
  

David.miller@coventryscouts.org.uk

County Contact details: 

County Office 

Rough Close Camp site 

Tanners Lane  

Coventry 

Phone 08450945921 

Email scoutcov3@tiscali.co.uk 

website www.coventryscouts.org.uk 

Next year we will again be taking the Road show to a number of Local Festivals and 
it would be great if the teams numbers could be increased especially to include our 
younger members who would be able to promote Scouting in Coventry by passing 
on their experiences to the general public and encouraging more young people and 
adults to join. 

If you are interested please get in touch. 

Val Morris for the Development Team. 

Bear Grylls to Visit Coventry? 
As part of a county-wide tour It is hoped that the Chief Scout will be visiting 
Coventry during October 2012 to see for himself what Scouting opportunities 
there are in the County. It is still in the planning and approval stages and the 
details of the visit will be published as soon as confirmed. Please check for 
details on website www.coventryscouts.org.uk 

CRBs and all that! 
At a recent County Executive it was agreed that from the end of October 2011 
the frequency of resubmitting a CRB will be relaxed to every 5 years. This 
reflects the more up to date methods for offenders to be notified to CRB 
administrators. First Aid, Safeguarding training and appointment reviews will 
remain at the frequency of 3 years. 

Proud to Scout Remember - 15th October 2011 for ALL leaders and 
executive members to update and prepare for growth of Scouting in Coventry. 
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